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* - Mysteri ored lights hovering and
= darting ﬁt%’%he_%l'\ltysurpﬁsed many Anchor- -
age residents for the second consecutive
‘nfght Monday. One local hot-air balloonist
said today he’d “bet dollars to doughnuts”
-that night-time skywatchers can thank
pranksters for the apparent UFOs. . y
“I know from experience; I did it when I
was a teen-ager,” said Paul Costa, co-owner
of Anchorage’s Hot Air Affair, a passenger
hot-air balloon service. “It’s pranksters.”
“They do it for an effect, and that’s what
- . they got the Sunday niﬁht, so they did it again
. last night (Monday),” he said.
3 City police and Alaska State Trooper tele-
phone lines were busy Sunday with reports
from area residents that they had seen

lights may

strange, colored lights moving nllpidly —and -

-~ town at the
{ place.
g T

in apparent formation —over the city,
The sightings — which came shortly be-

-fore 11 p.m. Sunday and again between 9 and

11:30 p.m. Monday -- were explained as “bal-
loons doing night flying”” by Federal Aviation
Administration officials shortly after their

first appearances. Local hot-air balloon en- .

thusiasts claimed Monday, however, that
they could account ior every balloon pilot in
time the initia) :sightings ook

joker with a strong scientific bent.

An aerial-coloreq light is easy to obtain,
the pilot said, simply by tying a lighted can-
dle inside and blowing air into, a plastic gar-
ment bag. In very cold weather, such as Sun-
day and Monday nights, the bag’s warmth
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Costa credited ‘the lights to a Jocal
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guse?L it to rise rapidly into the atmosphere,
sai :

Soon the candle ignites the plastic bag,
.creating flaming, colored lights, he ex-
plained, adding that at some heights fast-
moving air currents can carry the bags at
speedsuptoS0mph.
"~ Alaska State Trooper spokesman Paul
Edscorn said he saw “‘about two dozen” of
the lights from his West Anchorage home
- late Monday and agreed with Costa that they
to be homemade hot-air balloons.

“It’s not difficult to do,” he said, “but so-
meone’s putting some work into it. It looked
like they just let them go one after the other
ina line.”

Whoever is behind the pra~ik knows his sci-
ence, Costa said: With the city’s present sub-

See Balloons, page B-5




